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E D I T O R I A L St
MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS

Medical Preparedness Is a Live Issue.-In the
last several numbers of the OFFICIAL JOURNAL,
informative articles and items concerning Medical
Preparedness were given considerable space; the
backbone of the November issue, in which rosters
of medical examiners appeared, having been marked
to attract attention, by the small block letters,
MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS. When current world
events are interpreted, the signs indicate that, for
some time to come, the department on Medical
Preparedness is almost certain to have a place each
month in CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE.

* * *

Members Entering the Military Services
Make Sacrifices.-To some members of the As-
sociation who are not yet in the Army or Navy
Medical Reserves, or who are not in the draftee
age limits, it may seem that Medical Preparedness
is being overstressed. Not so, however, does it
appear to physicians who have volunteered, or have
been called into service, and who, on short notice,
have had to give up private practice to assume
military duties for an indefinite period; in the
future to return home, and attempt to rebuild or
practically start anew, where they left off, at the
time of entering upon a transitional military career.
Family and other responsibilities, when such situa-
tions arise, assume large roles.

Medical Examinations for Selective Service
Boards.-Even in what might be termed the
transient work associated with medical examina-
tions of draftees, as carried on for local or other
selective service boards, demands on the profes-
sional time and efforts of physicians are of consid-
erable moment. It is not surprising, therefore, in
so massive an effort as that of examining all men
between the ages of 21 and 36-(a work carried
on, for instance, by local boards working often in
vastly different environments, with lists of selective
service draftees running as high as seven thousand
men)-that the demands upon the energies of
physicians attached to certain boards have been
more than could be expected of such doctors who,

t Editorials on subjects of scientiflc and editorial inter-
est, contributed by members of the California Medical
Association, are printed in the Editorial Comment column
which follows.
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while giving gratuitous service to the Government,
nevertheless were also required to maintain super-
vision of the care of private patients, as well as
mneet the responsibilities of their own families.

l * * *

Question of Dues-Exemptions of Members in
Military Service.-Among matters of impor-
tance for early consideration, county societies may
wish to give attention to by-law amendments that
would grant exemption, from local dues, to mem-
bers who had entered military services, the same to
cover the calendar years in which they are so en-
gaged. At the annual session at Del Monte, in May
next, in the House of Delegates, the California
Medical Association will no doubt consider similar
amendments in regard to State Association dues.

For every community, it is assumed that the
physicians who continue in civil practice will keep
in mind the heavy contributions made, on behalf of
the country's welfare, by those of their fellows who
enter military service. Also, that, through liaison
or committees, the component county societies will
use all proper endeavors to conserve, in so far as
may be possible, the rights of members who have
so been called, until such time as they again return
to civil practice.

* * *

State Committee Is Maintaining Contacts.-
Concerning these activities, it should be kept in
mind that the California Committee on Medical
Preparedness, of which Dr. Philip K. Gilman is
chairman, is at all times at the service of local com-
mittees, and willing to give advice and aid as may be
indicated. At San Francisco, Doctor Gilman of the
State Committee, and Dr. Charles A. Dukes of the
National Committee, on Medical Preparedness,
working through the Central Office of the Asso-
ciation, have already been constantly on the job,
holding conferences with medical staffs of the
Ninth Corps Area at the Presidio, and with repre-
sentatives of the medical division of the Adjutant
General's office in Sacramento, as well as with
many physicians who have brought up their per-
sonal problems for consideration.
For additional information concerning these

matters, readers are referred to the department
captioned, "California Committee on Medical Pre-
paredness." (See page 31.)

ANNUAL SESSION: DEL MONTE
MAY 5-8, 1941

What Makes a Successful Annual Session.-
In the life of a state medical association, an annual
session is construed to have been successful if
members, who were in attendance, returned to their
homes with better and clearer ideas on vital topics
concerned with scientific and organized medicine.
Referring, therefore, to scientific activities, since
satisfactory programs are of the first importance,
it is necessary that a sufficient number of essayists
or speakers shall offer clarifying discussions on
topics of pertinent interest, and that other attrac-

tive features_such as scientific exhibits and the pre-
sentation of medical and surgical films, shall be
provided. Some further comments regarding these
features may be in order.

* * *

Responsibilities of the Section Officers Re-
garding Papers, Scientific Exhibits and Films.-
To the officers of each of the twelve scientific sec-
tions is assigned the task of deciding whom they
wish to invite to present papers and, which papers,
that have been independently offered to the Sec-
tions, are of a character to fit into a contemplated
program in which certain subjects, by committee
agreement, have been outlined for special emphasis.
The roster of Section officers is printed on ad-

vertising page 6 of every issue of CALIFORNIA AND
WESTERN MEDICINE. Correspondence, then, should
be sent to the respective Section secretaries, and
members who wish to offer papers for considera-
tion, should immediately write, if they have not
already done so, since the final program will prob-
ably be determined at a joint meeting of the Cali-
fornia Medical Association Committee on Scien-
tific Work and the Section secretaries, to be held
in January.
What has been stated, concerning papers for the

Section programs, applies also to scientific exhibits
and films. Correspondence regarding these should
be sent to the Association Secretary, 450 Sutter
Building, San Francisco.

*k * *

Hotel Rates Are Listed in This Issue.-The
matter of securing proper hotel accommodations is
always of interest to everyone who contemplates
attendance, and because no single hotel can provide
quarters for all who will be in attendance at Del
Monte, a list of hotels located on the Monterey
Peninsula, with their rates, is given in this issue.
(See page 30.)
Early request for accommodations is desirable,

since delay may make for inability by managements
to allocate the facilities desired.
The attention and co6peration of members in

regard to the above can be expected to make for an
advance guarantee that the annual session of 1941
will measure up to the best standards of our own
and other state medical associations.

ANOTHER LEGISLATIVE YEAR
Role of the Medical Profession at Sacramento.

Once again, the State of California is confronted
with a legislative year, by which is meant a first
six months of the calendar, when citizens in all
walks of life will live through a period of greater
or less expectancy, wondering not only what the
legislative hopper will bring forth in the form of
approved measures, but whether His Excellency,
the Governor, will ratify or veto this, that, or other
measure that may have received the approval of
both State Assembly and Senate.


